The needs of families of infants discharged home with continuous oxygen therapy.
Forty-four parents of 48 infants who had been discharged home with continuous oxygen therapy described their experiences, needs, and resources in a semistructured interview. In addition, 20 professionals in contact with these infants were interviewed to determine their perceptions of discharge preparations, teaching, relief care, coordination of medical care, and expertise of community professionals regarding high-risk infants on oxygen. Both the professionals and parents reported a need for improved discharge teaching and community support services. Researchers concluded that individual needs must be considered in arranging supportive interventions, as needs vary across families, time, and geographic locations.